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Clara Barton

e Occupation: Nurse

e Born: December 25, 1821 in North Oxford,
Massachusetts

e Died: April 12, 1912 in Glen Echo, Maryland

e Best known for: Founder of the American Red
Cross

Biography:
Where did Clara Barton grow up?

Clara was born Clarissa Harlowe Barton on Christmas
Day in 1821 in Oxford, Massachusetts. Her father,
Captain Stephen Barton, was a veteran of the Indian Wars and owned a farm. Her mother,
Sarah, was a firm believer in women's rights and taught Clara that all people should be treated

equally.

Clara grew up the youngest of five children. She had two older sisters, Sally and Dorothea, as
well as two older brothers, Stephen and David. They taught her how to read and write while
she was still young and Clara did very well in school.

Growing up on a farm Clara learned about hard work. She had lots of chores from milking the
cows early in the morning to chopping wood and taking care of sick animals. She liked to ride
horses as well.

Her Brother Gets Hurt

When Clara was eleven years old, her brother David fell off the roof of a barn. He became very
sick. Clara spent the next two years taking care of David. The doctors didn't hold out much
hope for David, but, with Clara's help, he eventually got better. It was during this time that
Clara discovered that she enjoyed taking care of others.

Working as a Teacher

At the young age of seventeen, Clara began to work as a schoolteacher teaching summer
school. She had no training, but was very good at her job. Soon schools wanted to hire her to
teach during the winter as well. They offered to pay her less than the men teachers were
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making. She said she would not do a man's work for less than a man's pay. They soon agreed
to pay her the full wage.

Eventually Clara decided to get a degree in education. She went to college in New York and
graduated in 1851. At first she went to work at a private school, but then decided to work on
opening a free public school. She worked hard to get the school built, and by 1854 the school
had six hundred students.

Fighting for Women's Rights

Clara moved to Washington D.C. and went to work for the patent office. However, as a woman
she was not treated well. At one point she, and all the other women employees, were fired just
because they were women. Clara worked to get her job back. She also fought for the rights of
women to be treated equally in the work place. She even got President Abraham Lincoln on
her side.

The Civil War Begins

Near the start of the Civil War a number of wounded soldiers arrived in Washington D.C. Clara
and her sister Sally did what they could to help the men. They found out that the soldiers had
little in the way of basic supplies to take care of their wounds. Clara decided to do something
about this. She soon organized a way to get needed supplies to the soldiers on the front lines.

Throughout the Civil War, Clara traveled from battle to battle, doing what she could to nurse
the soldiers back to health. She was brave enough to go right up to where the fighting was
taking place. Many soldiers were comforted by her presence and she became known as the
"Angel of the Battlefield".

Medicine During the Civil War

Medicine during the Civil War was not like it is today. Doctors didn't sterilize their medical
equipment or even wash their hands before working on a patient. Conditions were so bad that
nearly 60% of the deaths during the war were from disease.

The American Red Cross

While traveling overseas Clara learned of an organization called the International Red Cross.
This group helped wounded soldiers during war. They hung a flag with a red cross and a white
background on the outside of their hospital tents. After working for the Red Cross in France,
Clara wanted to bring the organization to America.

It took a lot of hard work, but, after four years of lobbying, Clara founded the American Red
Cross on May 21, 1881. Since then, the American Red Cross has helped people recover from
all sorts of disasters from floods to fires to earthquakes. Today the Red Cross runs a major
blood donation program that helps hospitals stay supplied with much needed blood.

Fun Facts about Clara Barton

e Clara was giving a soldier a cup of water when he suddenly died. She then noticed a
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hole in her sleeve from a bullet that narrowly missed her and killed the soldier.

After the Civil War, Clara worked to track down missing soldiers. The army had kept little
record of lost soldiers.

After leaving the Red Cross in her 80s, Clara traveled the country teaching people first-

aid skills.
There are numerous elementary schools and high schools throughout the country that

are named after Clara Barton.
She never married nor had children. She said she considered the soldiers to be her

family.
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Jane Goodall

¢ Occupation: Anthropologist
e Born: April 3, 1934 in London, England
e Best known for: Studying chimpanzees in the wild

Biography:
Early Life

Jane Goodall was born on April 3, 1934 in London, England. Her father was a businessman
and her mother an author. Growing up, Jane loved animals. She dreamt of someday going to
Africa in order to see some of her favorite animals in the wild. She particularly liked
chimpanzees. One of her favorite toys as a child was a toy chimpanzee which she loved to
play with.

Going to Africa

Jane spent her late teens and early twenties saving money to go to Africa. She worked various
jobs including as a secretary and a waitress. When she was twenty-three Jane finally had
enough money to visit a friend who lived on a farm in Kenya.

Jane fell in love with Africa and decided to stay. She met British archaeologist Louis Leakey
who offered her a job studying chimpanzees. Jane was so excited. She moved to the Gombe
Stream National Park in Tanzania and began to observe the Chimpanzees.

Studying Chimpanzees

When Jane began studying chimpanzees in 1960 she had no formal
training or education. This may have actually helped her as she had
her own unique way of observing and recording the chimp's actions
and behaviors. Jane spent the next forty years of her life studying
chimpanzees. She discovered many new and interesting things about
the animals.

Naming the Animals

When Goodall first began studying chimpanzees she gave each chimp she observed a name.
The standard scientific way of studying animals at the time was to assign each animal a
number, but Jane was different. She gave the chimps unique names that reflected their
appearance or personalities. For example, she named the chimpanzee which first approached
her David Greybeard because he had a grey chin. Other names included Gigi, Mr. McGregor,
Goliath, Flo, and Frodo.
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Discoveries and Accomplishments
Jane learned a lot about chimpanzees and made some important discoveries:

e Tools - Jane observed a chimp using a piece of grass as a tool. The chimp would put the
grass into a termite hole in order to catch termites to eat. She also saw chimps remove
leaves from twigs in order to make a tool. This is first time that animals had been
observed using and making tools. Prior to this it was thought that only humans used and
made tools.

e Meat eaters - Jane also discovered that chimpanzees hunted for meat. They would
actually hunt as packs, trap animals, and then kill them for food. Previously scientists
thought that chimps only ate plants.

e Personalities - Jane observed many different personalities in the chimpanzee
community. Some were kind, quiet, and generous while others were bullies and
aggressive. She saw the chimps express emotions such as sadness, anger, and joy.

Over time, Jane's relationship grew closer and closer to the chimpanzees. For a period of
nearly two years she became member of a chimpanzee troop, living with the chimps as part of
their day to day lives. She was eventually kicked out when Frodo, a male chimp who didn't like
Jane, became the leader of the troop. Later Life

Jane wrote several articles and books about her experiences with chimpanzees including/n
the Shadow of Man, The Chimpanzees of Gombe, and 40 Years at Gombe. She has spent
much of her later years protecting chimpanzees and preserving the habitats of animals
throughout the world.

Legacy

Jane won many awards for her environmental work including the J. Paul Getty Wildlife
Conservations Prize, the Living Legacy Award, Disney's Eco Hero Award, and the Benjamin
Franklin Medal in Life Science.

There have been several documentaries made about Jane's work with chimpanzees including
Among the Wild Chimpanzees, The Life and Legend of Jane Goodall, and Jane's Journey.

Interesting Facts about Jane Goodall

e There is a carving of the chimp David Greybeard on the Tree of Life at Disney World's
Animal Kingdom theme park. Next to it is a plaque in honor of Goodall.

e She established the Jane Goodall Institute in 1977.

e Jane took a break from Africa in 1962 to attend Cambridge University where she earned
a Ph.D. degree.

e Chimpanzees communicate through sounds, calls, touch, body language, and facial
expressions.

¢ Jane was married twice and had a son nhamed Hugo.
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President Abraham Lincoln

{j ducksters.com/biography/usprasidents/abrahamiincoli.php

Abraham Lincoln was the 16th President of the United
States.

Served as President: 1861-1865

Vice President: Hannibal Hamlin, Andrew Johnson
Party: Republican

Age at inauguration: 52

Born: February 12, 1809, in Hodgenville, Hardin County,
Kentucky

Died: April 15, 1865. Lincoln died the morning after
being shot at Ford's Theatre in Washington, D.C

Married: Mary Todd Lincoln
Children: Robert, Edward, William, Thomas
Nickname: Honest Abe

Biography:
What is Abraham Lincoln most known for?

Lincoln is most famous for leading the country during the American Civil War. His leadership in
the North helped the country to remain strong and defeat the South keeping the country
united. He also pushed for the freedom of all slaves throughout the nation.

Growing Up

Abraham Lincoln came from humble beginnings. He was born in a single-room log cabin in
Hardin County, Kentucky. His parents were Thomas and Nancy Hanks Lincoln. His father lost
everything when Abraham was young and they had to move to Perry County, Indiana where
they struggled to get by. When he was just nine years old, his mother died and his sister Sarah
took care of him until his father remarried.

Abraham had very little formal education, but had a strong interest in books and learning. Most
of what he learned was self-educated and from books he borrowed. His family later moved to
lllinois where Lincoln would set out on his own.

As a young man, Lincoln worked a variety of jobs including shopkeeper, surveyor, and
postmaster. For a time, he even split firewood with an axe for a living. He soon moved into
politics and won a seat in the lllinois Legislature when he was 25.
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Before He Became President
Lincoln served on the lllinois State
Legislature for several terms. During
that time he studied the law and
began to work as a lawyer. He ran for
the U.S. Congress in 1845. He won
the election and served as a
congressman for one term. After
serving as congressman he
continued to work as a lawyer. Later,
Lincoln ran for the U.S. Senate, he
did not win but he did gain national
recognition for his arguments against
slavery during the debates.

In 1860, Lincoln ran for President of
the United States. He was a member
of the fairly new Republican party which strongly opposed allowing any of the southern states
to secede (leave the country). The republicans were also against slavery. They said they would
allow for slavery to continue in the southern states, but that it would not be allowed to spread
to new U.S. states or territories.

Abraham Lincoln Presidency

Lincoln won the 1860 election and was inaugurated as president in March of 1861. The
southern states did not want Lincoln to be president. They did not agree with his policies.
Before he was officially in office, they began to secede (leave the country). The first state to
leave was South Carolina, but soon six more states followed and together they formed a new
country called the Confederacy. This all happened after Lincolnh won the election, but before he
took the oath of office.

The Civil War

The Civil War began on April 12, 1861 at Eort Sumter in South Carolina just a month after
Lincoln took office. Lincoln was determined to maintain the "Union" of the states. He called for
an army from the northern states to defeat the south. What followed was a bloody war that
lasted four years and cost the lives of 600,000 Americans. Lincoln faced all sorts of opposition
during the war, but managed to hold the country together.

The Emancipation Proclamation
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On January 1, 1863 Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation. This was an order that
freed the slaves in the Confederate States. Although not all the slaves were immediately set
free, it paved the way for the 13th Amendment which would free all slaves in the United States
a few years later.

Gettysburg Address

Today, Lincoln is often remembered for a short speech he gave at Gettysburg on November 1,
1863. It's called the Gettysburg Address. It was only a few minutes long, but is considered one
of the great speeches in American history.

The Civil War Ends

The Civil War finally ended on April 9, 1865 when
General Robert E. Lee surrendered at the
Appomattox Court House in Virginia. Lincoln wanted
the country to heal, forgive, and rebuild. He wanted to
be generous to the southern states in helping them
during the reconstruction. Unfortunately, he would not live to see the country rebuild.

How did he die?

President Abraham Lincoln was shot by John Wilkes Booth while attending a play at the Ford
Theatre in Washington D.C. He died the next day on April 15, 1865.

Fun Facts about Abraham Lincoln

e Honest Abe was the tallest president at 6 feet
4 inches tall.

e He set up a national banking system while he
was president. He also established the
Department of Agriculture.

e He was known as a gifted storyteller and
liked to tell jokes.

e On the day he was shot, Lincoln told his
bodyguard that he had dreamt he would be
assassinated.

¢ He was the first president who had a full
beard.

¢ He often stored things like letters and
documents in his tall stove-piped hat.
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Martin Luther King, Jr.

ducksters.com/viography/mantin_luther_king jrphn

e Occupation: Civil Rights Leader

e Born: January 15, 1929 in Atlanta, GA

e Died: April 4, 1968 in Memphis, TN

¢ Best known for: Advancing the Civil
Rights Movement and his "l Have a
Dream" speech

Biography:

Martin Luther King, Jr. was a civil rights activist
in the 1950s and 1960s. He led non-violent
protests to fight for the rights of all people
including African Americans. He hoped that
America and the world could become a
colorblind society where race would not impact
a person's civil rights. He is considered one of
the great orators of modern times, and his
speeches still inspire many to this day.

Where did Martin grow up?

Martin Luther King, Jr. was born in Atlanta, GA on January 15, 1929. He went to Booker T.
Washington High School. He was so smart that he skipped two grades in high school. He
started his college education at Morehouse College at the young age of fifteen. After getting
his degree in sociology from Morehouse, Martin got a divinity degree from Crozer Seminary
and then got his doctor's degree in theology from Boston University.

Martin's dad was a preacher which inspired Martin to pursue the ministry. He had a younger
brother and an older sister. In 1953 he married Coretta Scott. Later, they would have four
children including Yolanda, Martin, Dexter, and Bernice.

How did he get involved in civil rights?

In his first major civil rights action, Martin Luther King, Jr. led the Montgomery Bus Boycott.
This started when Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat on a bus to a white man. She was
arrested and spent the night in jail. As a result, Martin helped to organize a boycott of the
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public transportation system in Montgomery. The boycott lasted for over a year. It was very
tense at times. Martin was arrested and his house was bombed. In the end, however, Martin
prevailed and segregation on the Montgomery buses came to an end.

When did King give his famous "l Have a Dream" speech?

In 1963, Martin Luther King, Jr. helped to organize the famous "March on Washington". Over
250,000 people attended this march in an effort to show the importance of civil rights
legislation. Some of the issues the march hoped to accomplish included an end to segregation
in public schools, protection from police abuse, and to get laws passed that would prevent
discrimination in employment.

It was at this march where Martin gave his "l Have a Dream" speech. This speech has become
one of the most famous speeches in history. The March on Washington was a great success.
The Civil Rights Act was passed a year later in 1964.

How did he die?

Martin Luther King, Jr. was assassinated on April 4. 1968 in Memphis, TN. While standing on
the balcony of his hotel, he was shot by James Earl Ray.

Interesting Facts about Martin Luther King, Jr.

¢ King was the youngest person to be awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize in 1964.

e Martin Luther King, Jr. Day is a national holiday.

e At the Atlanta premier of the movie Gone with the
Wind, Martin sang with his church choir.

e There are over 730 streets in the United States named
after Martin Luther King, Jr.

e One of his main influences was Mohandas Gandhi who
taught people to protest in a non-violent manner.

e He was awarded the Congressional Gold Medal and
the Presidential Medal of Freedom.

e The name on his original birth certificate is Michael King. This was a mistake, however.
He was supposed to be named after his father who was named for Martin Luther, the
leader of the Christian reformation movement.

¢ He is often referred to by his initials MLK.
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Mother Teresa
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ey

Occupation: Catholic Nun

Born: August 26, 1910 in Uskub, Ottoman Empire

Died: September 5, 1997 in Calcutta, India

Best known for: Fighting for the rights of the sick and helpless

Biography:

Mother Teresa was a humanitarian. This means she did things to help
out other people. Her entire life was fully devoted to helping the poor, the sick, the needy, and
the helpless.

Where did Mother Teresa grow up?

Mother Teresa was born in Uskub, Ottoman Empire on August 26, 1910. This city is now
called Skopje and is the capital of the Republic of Macedonia. Her birth name was Agnes
Gonxha Bojaxhiu. Her father died when she was eight and she was raised by her mother.

Agnes grew up in the Roman Catholic Church and decided to devote her life to God at an early
age. When she turned 18, Agnes joined the Sisters of Loreto to become a missionary to India.
Before she could go to India, she had to learn English. She spent a year Ireland learning to
speak English at the Loreto Abby.

A year later, Agnes began her missionary work in Darjeeling, India. She learned the local
language, Bengali, and taught at the local school. In 1931, she took her vows as a nun and
chose the name Teresa. She taught for many years in India becoming the headmistress at a
school in eastern Calcutta.

What did Mother Teresa do?

When she was 36 years old, Mother Teresa felt the call from God to help the poor of India.
She received some basic medical training and then set out to help the sick and needy. This
wasn't an easy task in 1948 India. She had very little support and, while trying to feed and help
the poorest of the poor, she herself was constantly hungry and even had to beg for food.

Missionaries of Charity

In 1950, Mother Teresa formed a droup within the Catholic Church called the Missionaries of
Charity. She described the purpose of the Missionaries of Charity as an organization that
would take care of "the hungry, the naked, the homeless, the crippled, the blind, the lepers, all
those people who fee| unwanted, Unloved, uncared for throughout society, people that have
become a burden to the society @nd are shunned by everyone".
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Wow! Mother Teresa had some lofty goals. If you consider that she herself was starving only a
few years earlier, she accomplished some amazing things. When she first started the
Missionaries of Charity there were only 13 members. Today, the group has over 4,000
members who care for people all over the world.

It wasn't an easy task to build such an organization and to keep the focus on the poorest
people. She worked almost up until her death on September 5, 1997.

Fun facts about Mother Teresa

Mother Teresa has been beatified by the Catholic Church. This is a step on the way to
becoming a Saint. She is now called Blessed Teresa of Calcutta.

She never saw her mother or sister again after leaving home to become a missionary.
Albania's international airport is named after her, the Aeroporti Nene Tereza.

She was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1979. Rather than have the traditional Nobel
honor banquet, she asked that the money for the banquet be donated to the poor of
India.

She once traveled through a war zone to rescue 37 children from the front lines.

She received humerous awards for all her charity work including the Presidential Medal
of Freedom from President Ronald Reagan.

It takes around 9 years of service to become a full member of the Missionaries of
Charity.
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