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R1.7.8: Trace and evaluate the argumentand

Evaluating an Argument = . : : { specificclaims inatext, assessing whetherthé =

reasoningis sound and the evidence is
{"“relevantand’sufficient:to support-the claims.

' ff:T-h_e'me_:.En"e_lr gy.and Our Future.

When you hear the word 'argUmeni‘, do you picture people involved in some kind of shouting
match? That may be what some arguments look like, but in writing, an argument is a text
that explains why an author’s position on an issue is valid.

When building 4n argument, a writer makes one or more claims, or statements he or she
believes to be true. Then the writer backs up each claim with evidence, or information that
supports the claim. Part of figuring out the strength of an argument is determining whether
there is enough evidence to support the claim—and also whether the evidence does, in fact,
act as support at all.

Read the followirig from an argument about solar-powered cars. First, circle the claim. Next,
underline evidence. Finally, cross out any information that does not support the claim.

Dedicating research money to the development of affordable solar-powered cars
would be a wise investment. First, solar cars would help end our dependence on fossil
fuels like oil and coal, which contribute to the pollution of our atmosphere. In addition,
solar power is a renewable resource; unlike fossil fuels, it will never run out. Solar cars
would also help the consumer save money. Panels attached to cars can collect sunlight
and turn it into electricity, so no one would ever need to buy another tank of gas. Finally,
solar-powered cars would also come in all the same colors as gas-powered cars.
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the author constructed the arg

ument.

I Claim: Research money should be used to develop affordable solar-powered cars. |

Y

Evidence 1: Solar-powered cars would reduce pollution from fossil fuels. I
¥
Evidence 2: Solar power is a renewable resource that will never run out. J

Y

lElidence 3: Solar-powered cars generate electricity, so they don't need gas. l

To trace the reasoning behind an argument, identify the author’s claims and evidence. Then
judge whether the author provides enough evidence and whether it is relevant, or actually
supports each claim. If the ideas have a sound basis in logic, then the argument is valid.
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Pracrice Article

Should a Bad Call Change Baseball?

roomfordebate.blogs.nytimes.com/2942/26/02/should-a-pad-call-change-baseball
B 13

The Opinion Pages

The Commissioner Is Wrong] é{&f#’ JOT‘ .
Nat doce o tite tell vs
Lo abovt Mo avthor's argument?
S g
Buzz Bissinger is the author of “Friday Night Lights” and “Three Nights in August,” which is
about the strategy of baseball tﬂrough the eyes of Tony La Russa, the St. Louis Cardinal

manager. | ST0P ¥ JOF -WHY 14 Hie reader qven this informetion?

| don’t blame umpireJimJoyﬁce for the call that degrivedlDetroit Tigers' pitcher Armando
Galarraga of a_perfect game Wednesday night. Suspect calls are made all the time in
baseball; the human eye is not equipped for such decisions when the difference between
out and safe may be a hundredth of a millimeter. Just watch any major league game.

Instead ofobfuscating‘?Joyce did come out and say he had made a mistake, probably
because the call was so horrendous — I still give him credit for that. Nor do | think there
should be instant replay. If that was the case, most baseball games would last longer
then England versus India in cricket.

5
The person | give no credit to is Bud Selig. The commissioner should have reversed the
call. The outcome of the game was not an issue and a perfect game, one of the rarest
events in all of sports (at least up until this season), was at stake.

v T
Some may argue that Selig would be setting a precedent counter to the game’s traditions.

But sometimes there are exceptions, just like the rampantdstel‘oid use that was

commonly accepted despite its illegality.(% Huwman b@M@é MO\WJ Lrrore.

Selig cited inherent flaws in any situation involving the human element. But what really
worried him was the possible backlash of major league umpires, the most prickly group
in all of sports with their endless grudges of under-appreciation.
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\ Author’s Perspective in Basebell
Y. Arficle: Pracrice ndependent

Directions: cloce, yead the article, mare zure Yov
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2. What is the author’s purpose in writing?

Persuade Inform Entertain

3. What is the author’s perspective about “the worst call in baseball?”

4, Copy one piece of evidence from the article the author uses to support his perspective.
(Don’t forget your “ “ marks.)

5. s this author’s perspective reliable, or trustworthy? Why or Why not?




independent Article

Should a Bad Call Change Baseball?

roomfordebate.blogs.nytimes.com¢z01 3/36/02/shauild-n-bad-call-change-baselal!

The Opinion Pages
What's Really Fair?

;
o

Jim Bouton, a former Yankee pitcher, is theguthor of "Ball Four”and has just finished writing “Ball Four: The

Mus;mf.«qutop wﬂa B&e;;; His make the avtior's pzrépzciﬂ%

| never believed a game was lost because of a bad call by an umpire. Games were lost because the
loser didn't build a sufficient margir'ﬂto overcome the inevitable missed calls, part of any game. (Note:
Players make far more mistakes than umpires).

In fact, I've enjoyed the occasional classic missed call that has had an impact on Playoff and World
Series games. The teams (but not the fans) get over it, no real harm is done and the participants have
many years of good banquet material.

This is why I'm not in favar of expanding video replays in baseball. As Scar, in “The Lion King," is famous

for saying: "Life's notfair"“_]gwl‘ﬁp ‘PJO]L‘ WHY daés 1’“(& avthor ”/l(ll/dO H/Ug (IM&O

It can also be needlessly cruel, as with the obvious bad call on what would have been the last out of
Armando Galarraga's perfect game. But, in this case, the call should be reversed by the baseball
Commissioner, precisely because it does not have an impact on an important game, and there was
nothing the pitcher could have done to protect against it. Galarraga was already perfect, including his
great play covering first base on what would have otherwise been a hit.

This may be the mast unlikely missed call in Perfect Game history. Normally a debatable call in a game
like that will favor the pitcher. Like everyone else in the ballpark, (except Fenway where all bets are off),
the umpires don't mind being part of a Perfect Game. After all, everyone needs stories to tell. 6]1"0/’4 .(/JO]Ld

That may explain a questionable call by umpire Babe Pinelli in Don Larson’s Perfect World Series game ?/ dOCé
in 1956. In the last of the ninth at Yankee Stadium, with two outs and a two-strike count on Dale H/]é a'ﬂLm or
Mitchell, Larson threw a pitch that, on film, appears high and outside. Pinelli, who was also working his 11 C‘Ud@
last game before retiring, hollered “Strike threee!” and Larsen had his Perfect Game. Mitchell is seen H/] ,é

arguing that the pitch was high and outside. Pinelli is alleged to have replied, “Not today, it wasn't.” m]fo(mmtmr

The missed call should be reversed in the best interest of the game, if not the mental health of the
umpire who will have to live with this the rest of his life. There are certainly enough questionable
baseball records as a result ofjperformance enhancing drugs.[We could use a little fairness for a
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_ Author’s Perspective in Baseball
Y. Article: Practice (ndependent
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2. What is the author’s purpose in writing?

Persuade Inform Entertain

3. What is the author’s perspective about “the worst call in baseball?”

4. Copy one piece of evidence from the article the author uses to support his perspective.
(Don’t forget your “ “ marks.)

5. s this author’s perspective reliable, or trustworthy? Why or Why not?




